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SUBJECT: BG TEFERI BANTE WELCOMES OAU DELEGATES 

SUMMARY. IN HIS STATEMENT OF WELCOME AT THE OPENING OF THE OAU 
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS (CM) CONFERENCE IN ADDIS ABABA FEBRUARY 13, 
PMAC CHAIRMAN BG TEFERI BANTE PLACED ETHIOPIA FIRMLY ON THE SIDE 
OF AFRICAN LIBERATION AND AFRO-ARAB COOPERATION. HE STRESSED 
THAT ETHIOPIA'S NEW GOVERNMENT WAS BETTER ABLE THAN THE ANCIENT 
REGIME TO DEAL WITH THE REALITIES OF AFRICA TODAY. HE TOUCHED ON 
THE MANY PROBLEMS AND OPPORTUNITIES CURRENTLY FACING AFRICA. SUCH 
AS CONTINUING LIBERATION ACTIVITIES IN SOUTHERN AFRICA AND "THE 
FATE OF THE PEOPLE OF DJIBOUTI." THROUGHOUT TEFERI BANTE'S 
ADDRESS, THE UNDERLYING THEMES WERE THE LEGITIMACY OF THE EPMG 
AND ETHIOPIA'S STRONG COMMITMENT TO MAIN-STREAM AFRICAN POLITICAL 
OPINION. END SUMMARY. 

t IN HIS WELCOME ADDRESS TO THE OAU CM, BG TEFERI BANTE STATED 
THAT THE MILITARY REVOLUTION IN ETHIOPIA WAS "DESIGNED TO FULLY 
PROMOTE THE CAUSE OF AFRICA AND CONTINENTAL BROTHERHOOD." AS 
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A RESULT, ETHIOPIA IS NOW "IN A BETTER POSITION TO MAKE A MORE 
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MEANINGFUL AND POSITIVE CONTRIBUTION TO THE OAU." ETHIOPIA'S 
ROLE, HE SAID, "WOULD BE TO EXERT ALL EFFORTS TOWARDS THE 
REALIZATION OF THE LONG CHERISHED ASPIRATIONS OF THE AFRICAN 
PEOPLE TO LIVE IN DIGNITY, PEACE, FREEDOM AND PROGRESS." 

2. HE DREW THE ATTENTION OF THE DELEGATES TO THE DROUGHT AND 
FAMINE SITUATION IN MUCH OF AFRICA, CLAIMING THAT IN ETHIOPIA 
"A SERIOUS NATIONAL DISASTER WAS KEPT ... SECRET BY THE PREVIOUS 
REGIME RESULTING IN NO HELP WHATEVER REACHING THE VICTIMS." 

THE TRAGEDY OF DROUGHT, HE SAID, HAD HELPED TO EXHAUST THE PATIENCE 
OF THE ETHIOPIAN PEOPLE AND ARMED FORCES. 

3. TEFERI BANTE EMPHASIZED THE OAU'S UNEQUIVOCAL SUPPORT FOR 
"OUR ARAB BROTHERS." HE STATED" "SHORT OF ISRAEL’S WITHDRAWAL 
FROM ALL THE OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES, IT IS DIFFICULT TO 
IMAGINE HOW A SOLUTION (TO THE MID-EAST PROBLEM) CAN BE FOUND." 

HE THEN PRAISED THE GROWING AFRO-ARAB COOPERATION WHICH SHOULD 
LEAD TO A JOINT "ARAB-AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY" AND SHOULD 
BE INSTITUTIONALIZED IN AN OAU-ARAB LEAGUE COOPERATION AGREE- 
MENT. 

4. IN NOTING "THE POSITIVE DEVELOPMENTS" IN PORTUGUESE-AFRICAN 
TERRITORIES, TEFERI BANTE SUGGESTED THAT THE CM SHOULD CONSIDER 
SPEEDY NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS WITH THE "PROGRESSIVE GOVERN- 
MENT" OF PORTUGAL. REGARDING OTHER TERRITORIES UNDER "COLONIAL 
AND RACIST DOMINATION," TEFERI BANTE PROCLAIMED THE EPMG’S 
COMMITMENT TO HELP AFRICAN FREEDOM FIGHTERS AND ADDED "THE FATE 
OF THE PEOPLE OF DJIBOUTI IS OF GREATEST CONCERN TO THE PEOPLE 
AND GOVERNMENT OF ETHIOPIA." 

5. IN HIS CONCLUSION, TEFERI BANTE RETURNED TO RECENT DEVELOP- 
MENTS IN ETHIOPIA. NOW, HE SAID, THE MASSES HAVE THE RIGHT TO 
DECIDE THEIR OWN DESTINY. ETHIOPIAN SOCIALISM IS DESIGNED TO 
BUILD A UNITED ETHIOPIA WHERE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL JUSTICE WILL 
PREVAIL. "ALL ETHIOPIANS," HE SAID, "IRRESPECTIVE OF THEIR RELI- 
GIOUS, LINGUISTIC AND TRIBAL BACKGROUND SHALL HAVE EQUAL OPPOR- 
TUNITIES... OUR REVOLUTION IS NOT DIRECTED AGAINST ANYONE. OUR 
ENEMIES ARE IGNORANCE, DISEASE AND POVERTY. WHAT WE SEEK FROM 
OTHERS IS GOODWILL AND UNDERSTANDING." 
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6. COMMENT: WE NOTE TEFERI BANTE HAS PUT EPMG MORE FIRMLY THAN BEFORE 
IN ARAB CAMP ON MID-EAST AND ASSUME ATTEMPT TO ELICIT QUID PRO 

QUO IN ARAB UNDERSTANDING FOR ETHIOPIA'S EFFORTS SETTLE ERITREAN 
PROBLEM ON BASIS THIS COUNTRY'S TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY WILL 
FOLLOW. 

7. EMBASSY POUCHING DEPARTMENT TEXT OF TEFERI BANTE 
STATEMENT. 
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